pp vii+284 illustrated £4-50 Bristol: John Wright 1971 A text in hamatology in relation to geriatrics was overdue, and this volume fills the gap splendidly. It is an erudite work, lavishly provided with references, and the sections dealing with treatment are very comprehensive. An early chapter on blood changes in general diseases is particularly helpful, and so is another
on the blood protein disorders. In the major sections which deal with hiematological deficiency states and their many manifestations, both overt and 'subclinical', the pitfalls of diagnosis and treatment in the elderly patient are well demonstrated, and the opinions of other workers are objectively set out. This area of the subject is still rather a maze, and one could wish that the authors of this book had given their own expert opinions a little more prominence, to help us along. There is a comprehensive chapter on tumours of lymphoid tissue, with clear indications of age incidence of the various types; it is good, too, to see a chapter on the prevention of anmmia, for here there is a real chance of reducing general geriatric morbidity. In a book of this importance (and price) it seems a pity that the layout and ranking of the headings is sometimes inconsistent, so that the reader can easily lose his way. In spite of this criticism, it is undoubtedly a notable contribution to geriatric literature; such a valuable volume of reference should regularly find itself in the hands of all who are dealing with ill, old peoplethat is, the majority of physicians. J N AGATE Seventh Symposium on Advanced Medicine edited by Ian A D Bouchier MD FRCP pp 345 illustrated £3 London: Pitman Medical 1971 The Royal College of Physicians has now established a most valuable medium of postgraduate education in the form of its symposia on advanced medicine, which are primarily intended to bring general physicians into touch with growing points in medicine in the theoretical sphere and at the level of clinical practice. In such a wide field, the material presented must be highly selected, but the organizers have endeavoured to group the topics into special fields of interest and have invited speakers of established reputation who are actively engaged in clinical practice and research. The College has found it fruitful to hold some of the special College lectures during the symposia. On this occasion, the Lumleian Lecture by Dr Fraser Roberts on genetics in medicine formed the centrepiece for an outstanding series of contributions in this field; likewise, the Langdon Brown Lecture by Professor Hayhoe on leukaemias and the Lilly Lecture by Professor Brod on patterns of disordered function in renal disease were included in sections on hamatology and renal disease.
The rapid publication of the symposiumwithin six monthsbrings the proceedings to a wider public at a time when all the contributions are still remarkably fresh; indeed, it is common to find work quoted which has only been published within a month or so preceding the symposium. The standard of publication is high, although it is inevitable that minor editorial and typographical errors are more in evidence than in books of longer gestation.
J M LEDINGHAM
The Anatomy of Aging in Man and Animals by Warren Andrew PhD MD pp viii+259 illustrated £6-80 London: William Heinemann Medical 1971 The author considers in detail the changes which occur during aging in man and animals. In general he limits himself to considering changes 'which can be seen with the naked eye or which can be seen with the aid of the light microscope or the electron microscope', but he is quite prepared to 'pass beyond the realm of the visible' when this is required to explain structural changes. As in any rational study of anatomy, structure and function as well as organization and the activity possible because of that organization are considered together, and the account is readable, stimulating and well-illustrated. The presentation has a very broad biological basis, about a quarter of the book being concerned with changes observed in invertebrates and vertebrates other than mammals. Belief in the
